mean, for wh.at a sentence means is never self-evident. A mantra of this book
is that analy.tl.cal writers quote in order to analyze. That s, they follow up quo-
tation by OICthe what specifically they understand that quote to mean. The
best way to arnve at that meaningis to paraphrase. (Some disciplines, it must
be acknowledged, refrain from quoting and include only the paraphrase.) In
any case, a quote alone cannot serve as your “answer” by itself; you can’t use
a quote In place of your own active explanation of what a reading is saying.

Quotes only help you to focus and launch that explanation. (For more on this
subject, see Chapter 8.)

PARAPHRASE x 3

Paraphrasing is one of the simplest and most overlooked ways of discovering
1deas and stimulating interpretation. Like PoINTING, PARAPHRASE x 3 Seeks to locate
you in the local, the particular, and the concrete rather than the global, the
overly general, and the abstract. Rather than make a broad claim about whata
sentence or passage says, a paraphrase stays much closer to the actual words.

The word “paraphrase” means to put one phrase next to (“para”) another
phrase. When you recast a sentence or two—finding the best synonyms
you can think of for the original language, translating it into a parallel
statement—you are thinking about what the original words mean. The use
of “X 3” (times 3) in our label is a reminder to paraphrase key words more
than once, not settling too soon for a best synonym (see Figure 2.2).

studying that you think is interesting, perhaps puzzling, and especially useful for understanding the
- material. Assume you don’t understand it completely, even if you think you do.

~ Find synonyms for all of the key terms. Don't just go for the gist, a loose approximation of what
was said. Substitute language virtually word-for-word to produce a parallel version of the original
~ statement.

| Repeat this rephrasing several times (we suggest three). This will produce a range of possible
implications that the original passage may possess.

| Contemplate the various versions you have produced. Which seem most plausible as restatements
of what the original piece intends to communicate?

Decide what you now recognize about the meaning of the original passage. What do you
now recognize about the passage on the basis of your repeated restatements? What now does the
| passage appear to mean? What implications have the paraphrasings revealed? '

FIGURE 2.2
PARAPHRASE X 3

When you paraphrase language, whether your own or language you
encounter in your reading, you are not just defining terms but opening out
the wide range of implications those words inevitably possess. When we
read, it is easy to skip quickly over the words, assuming we know what they
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: words mean—the
mean. Yet when people start talking about what particular '

. i e meaning of
difference, for example, between ass?mue and aggrlesj:;e(;r ut:ually find lase
ordinary words such as polite or realistic or gentlemanly

an expected. hatidifa
agre;z:?;?ferentpacademic disciplines treat paraphirriseoftoarr?fl‘;‘;ssage o
ently. In the humanities, it is essential first to quote anS eiially " Psychologj:
then to paraphrase it. In the social sciences, howe;lfer, :C fd wrriting iri the soi
you paraphrase but rarely if ever quote. In more a Ve helitarsturane S
sciences, paraphrase serves the purpose of Prodlécmtgion sl
survey of relevant research—that forms the introduc .

“ '{
How PARAPHRASE X 3 Unlocks Implicat.ions: An Exe.tmple OL;I:P; r:};elicsﬁ
what?” question, paraphrasing is an effeFtlve way of bnngzlgd X eCiaHy__i ‘
tions—meanings that are there in the original but noF ov?rt. n Whi i thé
you paraphrase the same passage repeatedly, you .Wﬂl discover 3 ousi e
words are most “slippery”—elusive, hard to define simply and unam iguously.
Let’s look at a brief example of ParapHrASE x 3 from the b?ok The therature}
Workshop by Sheridan Blau. We have paraphrased it three times.

h
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"A conviction of certainty is one of the most certain signs of ignorance and may be the
best operational definition of stupidity.”

1. Absence of doubt is a clear indication of cluelessness and is perhaps the
top way of understanding the lack of intelligence.

2. Afeeling of being right is one of the most reliable indexes of lack of
knowledge and may show in action the meaning of mental incapacity.

3. Being confident that you are correct is a foolproof warmning that you

don’t know what’s going on, and this kind of confidence may be an
embodiment of foolishness.

Having arrived at these three
what they suggest—i.e,, their impl
paraphrasing, you discover that t

paraphrases, we can use them to explore
ications. Here is a short list. Once you start -
here’s a lot going on in this sentence.
* One implication of the sentenc

e is that as people come to know more
and more, they feel less confid

ent about what they know.,

s Ar.lother is that ignorance and stupidity are probably not the same
thing, though they are often equated.



